Hospital Violence On The Rise...(Just excerpt)

The shooting that left a doctor in critical condition Thursday at Johns Hopkins Hospital in
Baltimore is only the latest example of a rising trend of violence in health care settings, experts
say.

"Once considered safe havens, health care institutions today are confronting steadily increasing
rates of crime, including violent crime,"” said an alert issued in June by the Joint Commission, a

national accrediting agency.

The gunman, 50-year-old Paul Warren Pardus, had been listening to the surgeon around midday
when he "became emotionally distraught and reacted ... and was overwhelmed by the news of his
mother's condition,"” Police Commissioner Frederick H. Bealefeld 11 said.

A hospital coffee shop worker said employees told her that Davis was upset because his mother

had become paralyzed after treatment.



